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Black Sea Initiative for Promoting Marine Conservation

We, the undersigned organisations, affirm our shared commitment to protect and conserve the
valuable Black Sea environment and its living resources. We aim to preserve biodiversity and
natural heritage and to improve knowledge and collaboration for improving the governance,
management effectiveness, and ecological resilience of marine protected areas (MPAs) within
the Black Sea region.

We recall the goal set by the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, to effectively
protect and manage 30% of the world's terrestrial, inland water, and coastal and marine areas
by 2030.

We support the commitment to protect at least 30% of Europe’s seas by 2030, with a minimum
of 10% under strict protection in areas of high biodiversity value, established in the EU
Biodiversity Strategy.

We build upon the experience of the MARMAPS project and its resolution to foster spatial
conservation and restoration measures for marine biodiversity, involve stakeholders in capacity
building to ensure the uptake of conservation prioritisation framework for marine protected
areas, and exploit the opportunities for cross-border collaboration

Together we commit to:

1. Strengthen MPA governance structures, including planning, decision-making, and
enforcement mechanisms.

2. Improve ecological monitoring and data sharing on biodiversity, habitat conditions,
and anthropogenic pressures.

3. Promote harmonization of MPA management practices, aligned with regional and
international standards.

4. Enhance capacity building through training, exchanges, and technical assistance.

5. Facilitate joint research and pilot initiatives addressing climate change impacts,
pollution reduction, and sustainable use of marine resources.

6. Engage stakeholders and local communities in participatory conservation processes.

In addition to our collective regional action, we commit ourselves to engage individually at the
local level with all relevant stakeholders - governmental authorities, civil society, business and
media - to support coordinated and impactful actions to promote marine conservation in the
Black Sea region.

Institutions and organisation working in the field of marine conservation are invited to join this
Initiative. Endorsements should be submitted through an official expression of support from the
institution’s leadership using the appropriate template and sending it by email to
bsnn@bsnn.org with the subject line: Initiative Endorsement.



