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The MARMAPS project results contain a mechanism for 

exchange and long-term support between the partners, 

stakeholders and end-users to promote biodiversity and 

nature conservation in the Black Sea. The network reaches 

out to ministries of environment and regional development, 

MPA managers, local authorities, higher education and 

research institutions related to the sea, schools, education 

and training centres, fishermen and aquaculture 

organisations, maritime clusters, tourism and marine sports 

associations, environmental NGOs and citizens concerned 

about the state of the Black Sea environment.

A further result is the expanded knowledge of engaged actors 

on the use of open scientific data through the eFolio, pointing 

at potential new marine protected areas in the Black Sea 

Basin. The increased capacity to manage MPAs in terms of 

planning, monitoring, reporting and good governance will 

contribute to the conservation of the valuable marine 

ecosystems.

A key output is the environmental electronic eFolio. It 

provides a solution for cost-effective achievement of 

conservation targets for marine ecosystems and the 

sustainability of natural resources. The eFolio takes into 

account the cumulative impacts of human activities and 

climate risks. Its main components include a decision support 

system, monitoring protocol templates, citizen science tools 

and good governance practices for marine protected areas.
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Outputs and results Partners



 

The MARMAPS project aims to improve knowledge on how to 

conserve the valuable Black Sea ecosystems by providing an 

open access eFolio for collaborative maritime spatial 

planning and marine biodiversity restoration.

A cross-border approach is needed to protect and conserve 

the valuable marine environment and living resources, to 

promote biodiversity and natural heritage, and to ensure 

good water quality for humans and marine organisms. In the 

MARMAPS project, three NGOs from Bulgaria, Romania and 

Ukraine and a Greek university are working together with 

various groups of stakeholders, decision-makers and users, 

who are invited to discuss and address the complex set of 

issues related to the state of the environment and the 

protection and conservation of marine biodiversity.

Open environmental eFolio for joint maritime spatial planning 

and conservation of the valuable Black Sea Basin marine 

ecosystems or MARMAPS addresses multiple environmental 

issues of the Black Sea. This large marine ecosystem is under 

pressure from human activities, such as industry, agriculture, 

domestic wastewater, sea transport as a source of oil spills 

and ballast water, urbanisation and tourism. These activities 

lead to coastal zone degradation, excessive nutrient 

enrichment, overexploitation of living marine resources, 

chemical pollution, changes in biodiversity and habitats, and 

an overall unstable environmental state.

An important project objective is to improve access to open 

scientific data and tools and enhance the design and 

effectiveness of spatial conservation and restoration 

measures for mapping of the valuable marine ecosystems in 

the Black Sea. This is achieved through an electronic 

environmental eFolio that enables users to receive and 

process knowledge and engage in the creation of a decision 

support system for maritime spatial planning.

MARMAPS explores various opportunities for cross-border 

collaboration in the development of a planning framework, 

guidance tools and examples of best practices to create a 

mechanism for exchange and long-term support among key 

actors promoting biodiversity and nature conservation in the 

Black Sea. To establish and ensure the long-term impact of 

the project, a framework for setting conservation priorities 

for marine protected areas (MPAs) will be developed, and to 

foster spatial conservation and restoration measures for 

marine biodiversity, a network of actors involved in MPA 

governance at regional level will be created.

MARMAPS aims to raise awareness of the importance of 

conserving Black Sea ecosystems and to improve knowledge 

on planning and implementation of biodiversity conservation. 

The project involves decision-makers, stakeholders and end-

users in the development of maritime spatial planning 

solutions for promoting the conservation and restoration of 

marine biodiversity.

The eFolio offers guidance and information on systematic 

decision-making tools for prioritisation and integrated 

planning aimed at improving marine conservation and 

monitoring. It includes scenarios that lead to different 

planning options for new MPAs, as well as citizen science 

tools, good governance practices for MPA management and 

templates for monitoring protocols.

MARMAPS starts with a review of the knowledge base and the 

current state of conservation planning and implementation in 

the Black Sea Basin. Data from a wide range of sources is 

collected for the creation of an electronic environmental 

eFolio and the application of systematic conservation 

planning.

The photography contest Wonders of the Black Sea: a 

Biodiversity Perspective engages keen human observers – 

professional and amateur photographers concerned about 

the Black Sea environment.

Stakeholders play a crucial role in the conservation of marine 

biodiversity. Their engagement and capacity building are 

therefore at the heart of MARMAPS. The project partners are 

holding national events to improve conservation planning 

and adopt the eFolio tools. A regional networking event at the 

end of the project will showcase key project outputs and 

bring together project partners, experts, stakeholders and 

representatives of target and user groups involved in marine 

biodiversity conservation.
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